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ABSTRACT

The ambiguities that result from converting spoken words into text are discussed from the perspective
of a stage actor. The paper focuses on five factors contributing to such ambiguity, namely 1) adverb or
noun, 2) kanji, 3) breaking off or faltering, 4) inversion or new subject, 5) intonation of wa(Japanese
sentence-ending particle), and 6) are (Japanese pronoun meaning that or it).
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