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Improving interactional competences:
An analysis of classroom activities integrating watching movies with creating theatrical plays

Yoko Nakai
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ABSTRACT

In this study, | analyze how students in a Japanese language classroom improved their interactional
competences by watching movies and creating theatrical plays, using activities requiring interaction with
“subjects of study”, “self”, “other students”, “a teacher” and “an audience”,  First, the students watched
five movies and worked on several classroom activities in order to improve their interactional competences
(linguistic, socio-linguistic and socio-cultural competences), Through linguistic activities (dictations,
after-recording and vocabulary quizzes), the students comprehended and reproduced the movies aurally
and literally, thereby interacting with the movies as “subjects of study”, Through socio-linguistic
activities (storytelling), the students interacted with “other students” and “a teacher” by expressing what
they had interpreted from the movies,  Through socio-cultural activities (writing their own opinions and
presenting their analyses of the movies), the students interacted with “themselves”, “other students” and “a
teacher”, deepening their own opinions by analyzing the movies,  Next, the students created their own
theatrical plays based on the five movies they watched in the classroom, and performed their plays at the
Lecture Hall, Through these activities, students analyzed the movies as “subjects of study” again, faced
“themselves”, and created theatrical plays by interacting with “other students”, “a teacher” and “an
audience”, | conclude that the students improved various aspects of their interactional competences by
interacting with different objects through these activities,
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