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(workshop)

Gundoku (Reading Aloud in a Group):
Performing Language with Voice

Yuka Kusanagi

This workshop introduces the participants some of the techniques and activities of
gundoku, reading aloud as performance in a group. Gundoku developed from
appreciation and voice performing of Japanese classical literature by a well-known
Japanese playwright, Junji Kinoshita, in the 1960s, and has been adopted into
Japanese language education mainly at primary and secondary schools in Japan.
Gundoku also works successfully in second language and foreign language classrooms.

Similar to the drama approach, gundoku has a good deal of educational benefit:
building positive classroom community through strengthening learners’ empathy and
solidarity, developing learners’ self-expression, creativity, communication skills
(listening attentively, negotiating with others), and language skills (prosody,
pronunciation). Another benefit is its flexibility. We can use various texts from tongue
twisters, poems, stories, to classical literature. The number of performers can be flexible.
It can be performed with two people to a hundred people. In addition, gundoku is
especially helpful for very introverted learners who hesitate to speak loudly in front of
people, working with others cooperatively, or learners who struggle with the sound
system of the target language. Gundoku can be practiced solely, and can be exercised
before introducing reader’s theater or drama.

The workshop begins with ice-breaking activities with reading aloud tongue twisters,
reading aloud rhymes and poems, and making a script. The participants are encouraged
to consider (a) for what purposes gundoku activities are used, (b) how the activities tap
into learning a target language, and (c) what outcomes can be expected in their own

teaching situations.

Please note that this workshop is given in English and Japanese. The participants are

experiencing gundoku bilingually.
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