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ABSTRACT

This paper describes the outline, methodology and results of an intensive summer drama workshop
camp that was held in September 2019. The aim was to integrate the theory and practice of drama
education, while simultaneously cultivating English communication skills and collaborative
problem-solving skills. The participants were 22 Japanese university students and four Taiwanese
university students, who were teaching assistants.

These English language drama workshops have been ongoing since 2014; however, in 2019 a
professional puppeteering expert was invited to conduct the workshop. She focused on the art of puppet
making, drama creation using the puppets, and presentation of the puppet shows. In addition to this
divergence from previous years, this facilitator taught the workshop through Japanese, and the
English-only policy of previous years was not enforced. Rather, the participants were encouraged to
communicate with others through translanguaging.

According to the questionnaires and interviews with the participants, using puppets for
performance had the effect of positive distancing, allowing a reduction in language anxiety.
Furthermore, the data indicated that this experience of translanguaging allowed the participants to
exchange opinions openly and freely without self-consciousness.

The results outlined here are based on the results of post-questionnaires and interviews with the
participants.
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English drama workshop, puppets, multilingual use, translanguaging, intercultural exchange, reflection,
retrospective interview
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I enjoyed this drama workshop so much. It was much more interesting than I expected. I really
enjoyed the time we all spent together. (L 7> 72)
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Making puppets is definitely a new and fun experience. I am able to make the face I want. What
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Learning how to communication with other people isn’t easy. Especially with foreigners who
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2019FFEF>T7—9 >3y JHHERTE
Dayl Day 2 Day 3
Mon. Sept. 2 Tue. Sept. 3 Wed. Sept. 4
7:30 — 9:00 7:30 —9:00
Breakfast Breakfast
9:00 — 10:00
Rehearsal
9:00 - 10'30. 10:00 —11:00
Puppet making
Showcase!!
10:30 — 12:30
Lecture on puppet artist 11:00 —12:00
pupp Yy Feedback, questionnaire
Closing
Lunch (fee not included)
13:00-13:30 14:00 - 15:30
Opening, Questionnaire .
1330 — 1345 Puppet, prop making,
. L . sound effect, refine s script
Group introduction (about ) )
college) 15:30-16:30
13:45 — 15:45 Mid presentation + feedback
Warm up games by
Takahashi Nami
16:00 — 17:30
Discussion on the theme 16:30 — 18:00
17:30 Check-in Long break!
18:00 — 19:00 18:00 — 19:00
Dinner Dinner
19:00 — 21:00 19:00 — 20:30
Group work Preparation, practice
Story making (plot, cast) 20:30 —21:00

Presentation of trailers
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